NEW MEXICO WILDWAYS

Connecting New Mexico’s wildlife habitat

Wildlife habitat connectivity groups unite as 

New Mexico Wildways coalition

July, 2009 -- Identification and preservation of vital wildlife habitat connectivity in New Mexico has received a major boost through the creation of “New Mexico Wildways,” a new coalition of conservation organizations working to expedite and leverage their effectiveness through a collaborative effort.
 
Made up of groups working both regionally and statewide to advance the conservation of New Mexico’s wildlife habitat, New Mexico Wildways (NMW) includes New Mexico Wilderness Alliance, New Mexico Priority Wildlife Linkages, Wildlife Habitat of New Mexico, Pathways—Wildlife Corridors of New Mexico, Rewilding Institute, Earth Works Institute, and Wildlands Network, representing thousands of members and a diverse set of partners across the state.
 
Formation of NMW was the result of a coalition-building workshop convened by Wildlands Network to help coordinate existing wildlife corridor protection programs — many of which overlapped in focus, included similar implementation partners, and needed a means to better facilitate communications among themselves and stakeholders.
 
The work of NMW will center around a joint effort to imporve cooperation and streamline relationships with public and private land managers and agency decision-makers who have been working with the organizations now a part of NMW. A coalition campaign plan will be crafted that will utilize the diverse skills, capacity, and experience of each NMW organization, with a special focus on a statewide communications plan.  A search for a part-time coalition coordinator will begin in the near future.

The New Mexico Highlands form a crucial linkage in a continental wildlife pathway. New Mexico Wildways combines grassroots and birds-eye view efforts in one network essential to advancing regional wildlife habitat and its connections to safeguard continental–scale wildlife corridors such as the Spine of the Continent Wildway spanning North America from Alaska to Mexico.

Current New Mexico Wildways working partners are encouraged to provide contact information for additional stakeholders who may be interested in receiving information about the coalition and its work.
  
CONTACT:  Kim Vacariu  520-558-0165  <kim@wildlandsnetwork.org>
 
