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Climate Change Alters Conservation Strategies
Future wildlife survival requires expanded network of protected lands

Present-day protected areas will ot be enough to help wildife survive the coming impacts of
climate change. Conservation biologists now belleve that the only way to accommodate the needs
of wildife as unpredictable climate patterns emerge is to protect, restore, and connect a arger
mosaic of habitat and vegetation types — much of it outside the confines of today'’s nationa parks,
monuments, and widerness areas.

The logic behind that argument s detailed in a new Wildiands Network report concluding that the
establshed strategy for protecting nature by linking existing protected areas i sound, but not
‘enough. Eforts o protect currently dentified natural cores and corrigors on public lands must be
‘augmented toinclude biodiversity-friendly management of substantialsurrounding landscapes
‘under human uses, such as agriculture and forestry. This expanded approach argely stems from the
inablity to predict exactly where the effects of cmate disruption willstrike hardest, and how
wildife will respond to a shifting mosai of vegetation acros the landscape.

The report, Cimate Change and Connectivity — Toward a Strategy for Nature Protection, s a
synthesis of dozens of recent papers by cimate and conservation biology experts and notes that, to
help nature adapt to the impacts of ciimate change, conservation strategles must nclude not only
an interlocking network of protected lands and managed wildife connections, but also biodversity-
friendly management of landscapes under human uses, such as agriculture or forestry.

‘According to the report, future conservation must play out on a broader landscape, ncluding lands
that are outside known current habitats and protected areas. This approach will continue to require
continental-scale protected area networks that facltate plant and animal dispersal across broad
political and private boundaries, but adds a least-isk strategy assuring that a broad enovgh network
of conservation-managed lands be protected today to allow for adaptability and flexibilty in the
face of the complex set of changes anticipated. Such a broadened network would include
protection of “climate refugia” - parts of a species’ range that are less nfiuenced by climate change
or which remain viable habitat despite change.

The report also features one of the most complete biblographies of conservation-related climate
change publications available. To view the full report on line, viit www.wildlandsnetwork org.





